Solicitude for Wounded Officer           [1814

St. Sever to visit him, in spite of Ms own wound and the fact
that he had been riding all day in pursuit of the enemy.

About the middle of the night [records George Napier], as Dr. Hare
was sitting dozing in a chair opposite Lord March's bed, who had fallen
asleep, the door of the room gently opened and a figure in a white cloak
and military hat walked up to the bed, drew the curtains quietly aside,
looked steadily for a few seconds on the pale countenance before him,
then leaned over, stooped his head, and pressed his lips on the forehead
of Lord March, heaved a deep sigh, and turned to leave the room, when
the doctor, who had anxiously -watched every movement, beheld the
countenance of Wellington / his cleeks wet with tears.1 *

Headquarters were now established for awhile at St. Sever,
and on March 5th Larpent went to pay his respects to Lord
Wellington and enquire about his wound. He found him
busy writing ; " he said he was better,, and looked well
enough ".2

But a couple of days later, walking down to the bridge with
him, Larpent noticed him

limp a little, and he said he was in rather more pain than usual, but it
was nothing. At dinner yesterday [continues Larpent], he said he was
laughing at General Alava having had a knock, and telling him it was
all nonsense, and that he was not hurt, when he received ... a worse
one, in the same place himself. Alava said it was to punish him for
laughing at him.a

Soult now retired towards Toulouse*

Lord Wellington followed., driving steadily forward, gain-
ing golden opinions from the people of the country by his
mild and courteous behaviour.

Arriving to dine with him at Galan on March 22nd, Larpent
found him chatting comfortably by the fire with the Mayor
of that place, whom he had invited to dinner and who had
been an hour in the room before discovering that he was

1 Sir George Napier, pp. 246,
2 Lea-pent^ VoL III, p. 40.               3 Ibid., p. 4**
* Lord March recovered and a few weeks later was able to join
army at Toulouse.
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